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W‘ Greetings one and alll, “
Sadly | have discovered that what | once thouglatsodn old wives tale, is actually true. Time dc“ﬁ

fIy by as you get older. It has come as a bit sfhack to find that Christmas is just around the z‘,

ft;; corner, and | find myself reflecting back on anothear gone by. But what a year it has been: “i% e

}1 Sorcerer’s Apprentice” kicked off what was to beast successful year for the Players, this wa“fi
+ followed the foot-tapping rhythms of the glamordi® 1” show. A change of pace was broughtfm y
the ambitious and highly popular production of ‘tiéyrd Sisters” by husband and wife duo ".‘L
= Jonathon and Katherine Coburn heralding the defbiiissan Coburn as Greebo the cat. “Beaut),;e

o and the Beast”, our next panto also sees some reambers treading the boards as well as the o
Welcome return of some past members, So dear &iargbod year all in all. And talking of good
years let me take this opportunity to wish allyoti a peaceful and joyous Christmas and a ver),;e

ﬂ good 2010. «
™
Jacmta Blackburn, CBCP Chairman z:e
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CBCP COMMITTEE—HALF YEARLY REPORT DECEMBER 2009

we a have achieved/are putting in place since we eiected back in June. You'll be pleased to K
that we are still talking to one another, even Ridrand Theresa, and no-one has come to blows -
The Committee has met 4 times, make that 5, byitie this is printed - that's approximately 13 g
or put another way 780 minutes devoted to discggSBBCP! Here's the nitty gritty:
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More details of social events, shows and othersteam be found elsewhere in this Newsletter.
Many other issues have also been discussed, e.gvdhther, the latest voting off from X Factor

contact one of us - our details are at the ente®Newsletter.

Sue Felix, CBCP Honorary Secretary

The Committee thought it would be a good idea twjole the Membership with a breakdown of ﬂq

Strictly, what we had for tea, etc. No not reallgeriously though, there is still a lot more ferto do
before the next AGM. If there is anything that ybink the Committee should be tackling then ple
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25 "BEAUTY & THE BEAST” APPEAL

Ny Performances: 16th, 17th, 22nd and 23rd January

z Box office: 01494 582900
It's Panto time again, Oh yes it is!!!

We still need people to help out both running upnd during the performances if you
can help out in any of these areas please co@acetevant people as soon as possible!!
Contact details on back page.

If you are able to help paint scenery over 1 weekeén(as yet undecided
which one) please contact Kirsten Gittins.

Back Stage Crew & Constructionplease contact Frans van den Berg.

Front of House please contact Richard Kolka.

Chaperones & Call Persomplease contact Stephanie Curtis.

Make Up please contact Nikki Meeson (phone 01494 793927)

Please contact these people as soon as posstiilatsee can ensure the
production runs smoothly!!

PLEASE BOOK YOUR TICKETS FOR THIS EXCELLENT
PANTOMIME AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO AVOID
DISAPPOINTMENT!!

HAPPY CHRISTMAS & WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN
2010 AT BEAUTY & THE BEAST!

Kirsten Gittins—Producer/Director

All memberscan help publicise the pantomime (not only those are involved in the
show). It our biggest and most costly productibthe year. You can do thiery, very
easily.
Put the enclosed flier up in your car window..that way, everyone who sees your car,
will also see the flier'What could be easier—do it now!!!!

Thank you!
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WANT TO PUBLICISE SOMETHING?

If you have something you wish to publicise—an éw@rbusiness—why not do it via an advert in g
of our programmes? This could be a very efficigay of getting your message across to the
audience—they take their programmes home with th€ontact the show Producer for details.
Should however you wish to put a flier on a talila ahow, this should be agreed in advance thro
the committee. An advert in a programme is howewerch more preferable—it helps offset the co
of the programme!

%" & !

The Where was Moses Quiz on 14th Oct: The ever reliable Tina was delayed due to her
coach getting in late from Canterbury. We didn't get to ACVH till after 7.30 pm. By that
time Peter Alderson & Steve Turner had gone home, so there only 4 of us—Johnny
Seabrook Capt, John Murphy, Jackie Telford & Ray Clarke. Then we had a power cut &
most of the lights went out. To cap it all, in spite of getting full marks , for our Joker Round
we lost by 11 points. What a Night.

At the Town Twinning Quiz on Sat 21st Nov the Catholic players Team of Johnny Seabrook Capt, Tina
Pearce, Joan & George Barton, Sue Felix & Peter Alderson finished in 3rd place .Despite once again
getting the full Double Points for our Joker Round. There were 11 Teams & between 6 & 8 people to a
table so it was a very creditable performance.
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We also wish to stage a Caboodle in 2010—so fasmeohas come forward or organise and/or
direct - please read the following and give it saheught ....
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CBCPs first foray into Terry Pratchett’s DiscwoildOctober, wa
a resounding success with three near sell-out peaioces. We
have several reviews and articles about the sha\Wwanhope to have further
details in the next issue concerning the donatmmsh will be made to local
charity “Workaid”. The programme produced by M&tephenson was highly
praised, especially for its innovative use of ToatiXs line drawings of the cast
(originals available via Sue Felix). The cast pigodphs are available on our
website.

The Only Colour is Black or
"Bleeding Bloody Hell! "
WYRD SISTERS - A View from the Wings

It was many months ago that Jonathan approached me after Mass and asked me, with
a smile his face, to be Stage Manager for the Wyrd Sisters. "It is all very simple" and
"there is very little to do"!!!! | was very reluctant and it was left to Sue to wield her magic
spells to get me to say yes - she is so beguiling!

Time passed, rehearsals began, summer was here. | read the script. What had | let
myself in for? My mind went into overdrive and | had designed in my head a West End
set. |1 went into denial. | suddenly knew why it was good to stay a Stage Manager virgin.
September was here. Reality struck; avoidance was the key. | could not go to
rehearsals "I was washing my hair"......

Production team meetings loomed..... what was | to do? "I'm just a Stage Manager.
What do | know? Only what it is, not the why and how of it."

It was time to bite the "choke-pear". | went to rehearsals "l wore a flower so | could be
recognised". | went to production meetings; | had become part of the "Lancre Luvies".
September and October....... much to do. What colours will the set be? What needs to
be built? How will the set look? And 23 scenes...... "It's the witches........ even sand
paper doesn't work".

Serious stuff now. Black was decided on - effects were lights and sound (brilliant job -
Paul and Andy). All that was needed now was a paint brush, flats and a broomstick
(Clare - thanks for the broomstick).

Dress rehearsal, technical rehearsal, preview performance, performances: "....And now
we will commence. Your friends can't help you now."

The hiccups:

set a scene too early

was on stage went lights went up

forgot to close curtains

forgot to open curtains

putting table cloth on table properly

glasses malfunction

torch malfunction

noises off

general panic and confusion (Felix nerves) ...cont



The achievements:

Jonathan and Katherine - for their enthusiasm, vision and damned hard work "... the only
kingdom | know how to rule has got curtains in front of it...."

The Cast - for being the cast. Actually what was really great was the sense of ownership of
the play, the desire to do a good show and working together to achieve this. "... Never mind
what should be or what might be or what ought to be. It's what things are that's important.”
The Stage Crew - James, Rob, Joe and Adam - for doing a great job and allowing me to
have my panics. "....I mean, look at him;....you try to do someone a favour and this is what
happens.”

And everyone else....

A special thank you to Mark. "....Compared with a visit from you, even Death himself would
hold no fears. "

By the end | was exhausted but happy. Would | do it again?

"... It's no good getting yourself tied down to appoi ntments all the time, is it? Let's
just leave the question open shall we? "

Gerard Felix
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National Operatic & Dramatic Association London Area
Society Chesham Bois Catholic Playe

Production Wyrd Sisters

Date 180ctober 2009

Venue Little Theatre by the Park

Report by Jo Bridges — London Area 11

I had never seen this play before so didn’t quite kow what to expect, and | was not
disappointed. | found it a very interesting and etertaining production.

Costume

I must complement you on the costume of the entigt. All the costumes were in keeping and
colourful. 1 know how difficult it can be to obtacostumes in keeping with the time of piece. |
thought the costume for the ghost along with hikenap was very good.

Set

Well no set really, but this is becoming a commuente these days and for this production | donjt

see what else you could have done. My one griigaisthe scene changes took too long. | fully,
understand with a play consisting of many shorhesd¢here would be a need to close the curtair]
some points but considering there was very littlthe way of props to come on and go off the
constant closing of the curtains and long pausgstdirt to irritate a bit. However | liked the way
you used the front of the stage during some obteme changes.

Programme
| thought the programme was very good with a nmewrful picture on the front. It had lots of nig

information on all the cast. It is always nices&e information on past productions, which you
included on the back.
| liked the little scrolls you left on the tablesce touch.

Front of House
We arrived a little early and quite understood thataudience could not be seated until the redu

time, but we did feel we had committed a mortalasid did feel a little uncomfortable. Perhaps |n

future the front of house staff could be a littlemmfriendly and less of a sentry on guard. Aiso,
you want people to bring food it would be wise teega little more time so people are not either
rushing to finish before curtain up or to continaesat during the performance. The tea and cakg
the interval were very nice. Thank you.

Performances
With such a large cast it is not possible to gouigh every performance in detail but I will picktou
the highlights, for me at least.

The three witches were brilliant, | especially Idwdagrat (Steph Curtis) | thought she portrayed
trainee witch very well. All the witches kept iharacter throughout the production and acted wi
confidence, with good stage presence and cleableudialogue. So | was not surprised to read i
the programme that they have all had a numberedfipus acting roles. They all had a number o
funny lines, which were delivered well, so oftee fanny lines are lost in the delivery.
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Another notable performance was the Duke of LafRrehard Martin). His portrayal of the slightly
mad (well quite mad really) duke was excellentedlly liked the progressive OCD rubbing of the

hands. His progression to madness was just aigthinot overdone. He also played the part witHiegn

dence and was enjoyable to watch. Lady Felmebthes wife (Theresa Martin) also did a very cred
ble performance.

The weaker performances for me were the late Kiagekce (Steve Turner) who | thought a bit stiltef.

So much more could have been made of this parbstStare great parts to play and give a littlenloge
to be a bit over the top. Also Vitoller (Peter Gsjrwas a little wooden in parts and didn’t poytean
overacting luvvie and could have done more with s@xtravagant movements maybe.

I must mention Greebo (Kieran Coburn) who playeddart very well. Pity he lost his head dreshian
final scene. | hope we see a budding actor here.

Despite a very few niggles | thought the producti@s well done with good pace and all the casidac
with confidence. It is so nice to see a produciiowitch all the actors can be heard clearly, nogrks
on that score.

Well done everyone and thank you for inviting megdlly enjoyed the evening.

Jo Bridges
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27th February 2010 — Murder Mystery Evening

Put it in your diary now—it’s going to be a briliikevening!

Further details to follow in the next Newsletter.

Your Social Sub-Committee will be meeting before tiext Newsletter to arrange more supe
events for you to enjoy.

If YOU have any bright ideas for future social et iplease phone me on 01494 784414 or
email me —mary.curtis@spitfireuk.netre will discuss you suggestion at the meetinglahd

you know.
%/W

ps the Halloween Party organised by the Social @ubmittee was a great success an
enjoyed by all those who attended. | was hopirggetcaa photo or two .... Maybe next
issue if someone sends them in ....... I Editor
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S NOTES 1 $%

| never did get to play the man with the sack, gfougrew a beard in hope. The children all tell imet they would know
me even if | wasn't present. That's why you've neseen me tread the boards. Now, the influx of trenswhich
annually occurs at panto-time is all but over. &dly (or maybe gladly from your perspective) thisrkttle to report.

Not that what | have to report is diminished in orance, and certainly not in the casé/afry Curtis’ mother who sadly
passed away recently. Such people, who never stheglitelight, are still to be respected for beihgre, supporting
CBCP, for so many years. Condolences. On ano#iiengte, on the night before publication, we helbedhews thaGeoff
Richardson had passed away. He had been a member and ganisany years and more about Geoff will be in the
February issue.

Nicky O’Driscoll is to be welcomed as a new member. Her son Jadgjtes young to be a member, but is as welcomd

all those of similar ilk. Good luck to all thosermected with the panto and thanks to those whtoasapport them
through your ticket selling.

Mike

THE ARCHIVE ! $%

as



THE JOHN ELLIS TRAILER — 1 $%

It was probably the last time | rode shotgun fdmwith trailer in tow. Overloaded, with flats pmading both
fore and aft, it sat in the Temperance Hall driweaiéing its tow. John reversed his brand new Vawnd hitcheq
up. You'll know that dip ‘twixt drive and road. Thaupling of the two caused the overhanging flatsdme
crashing upon the Volvo boot. Unable to stop, faffic dictated, we drove on.

‘New car, John,’said |, stating the known factCars are for the using, Mikelie cheerily replied.

Fast forward a few years, when we were converfiiige' Temp’. There was no chair store yet, just adnaeel
rubble-strewn passage. You might recall the largedows overlooking the passage -directly oppodite)
upstairs bay entrances, which were matching windomee. Sauntering in from my daily dose of Our Lagd
seeing nobody but knowing that the doors were olpeia, the obvious and called out.

‘Is that you, Mike?’ ‘Yes, Johnl'responded to that well-known voicg/here are you?’

| found him, flat on the rubble and weeds, a petoounded by the heavy window frame. About to rénaen
what might now be considered as a health and sasstye, he cut me short with a typical John §
understatementtt came out more easily than | expectetihere was nothing more to be said, really.

| would wish to award the Turner Prize to Johnhir curtain winder. Its construction embodies thgeace o
John. | noted the other day that someone had egpdlire handle. I'd like to think that, when it hially
succumbed to years of revolution, we hesitatecepmir it for want of matching expertise. Someoraktthe
plunge and future turners will open the tabs, ablis to the Ellis touch. Those who are not mightteryas they
turn the handl€This is a wind up, John.’

You may experience the influence that the Hangiagdéns of Babylon had on John by visiting the Walrd
Store. Possibly undétam’s influence, though | doubt it, John created a abt@ cornucopia of hanging devic
filched in part at the time of our eventual eviatiwom the Co-Op site. When next you lift a costuinaen the
converted meat rails, or take your hat off theaaisat rack, you might pause to mutt€hank you, John.’

Is there one of you reading this who was prese8t deonard’s Hall for a performance of ‘The Bluedse’ in]

19547

| wasn't — and I'd love to know what line John wapectingGrace Ellis to deliver ang
whether it arrived on cue.

Most memories of John on stage relate to those npemformances
behind the curtains. This photo of John d&wlid Gabb epitomises the character of

bottles of beer. And on the subject of limeligsitimming through the many months

professional skills have been - forever placediatservice of CBCP.

| have another quiz for you (not just because ohe vg featured in the photo
thrives on them). Most will know one with John. Whoows the other? Threge
powerful Players pictured in professional pose.

So ends my trailer in honour the main feature:

John at Ninety.
And to those who still raise a tankard, | invitauyto raise it taJohn Ellis
— and sup tdoyceShard too, for they share the date?" November.

Yes, it has passed — such are the vagaries ofspiri deadlines. But John hasn't: he is very nprelsent. Ang
| for one am content with that. Oh - if you wilend me your JE reminiscences (not you, John, lyzave too
many for me to cope with!) . AnonMike

minutes will find few references to John. Yet thas¢he know, know how invaluable His

Ellis

All

such characters who worked tirelessly behind tmelight. The only items missing are e

of




&'(& ()& N&&&$

) -)

7 3 A7 . 9
) 61 B

B??"3 # ? |

CHARITIES AND CBCP
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LITTLE THEATRE BY THE PARK—ALL USERS

The Players are very fortunate to be able to hieeLittle Theatre for our rehearsals and performanc
However, we are not the Trustees only hirers aisdishjust a gentle reminder to all of us to enghes

we show courtesy and consideration to other usergld we need to visit the Little Theatre while exth
are using it. If other activities are taking plasel you have to be there for whatever reasomdtyo
disturb or interrupt them by being noisy or bloakin their cars. After all, we wouldn’t want our

rehearsals or performances disrupted! Why notlctiex Little Theatre website before you go down o
see if anyone’s booked in—www.littletheatrechesafo.

CBCP RECYCLING PORTAL—NEED A NEW CHAIR—FREE?
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CHESHAM ARTS FESTIVAL )

VOLUNTEERS FOR CHESHAM ARTS FESTIVAL

The annual Chesham Arts Festival takes place every February half-term at the Elgiva Theatre. Cover-
ing Speech, Music and Dance it showcases the best of local young talent. Katherine Coburn is in-
volved with the Stage Dance section which will be held Saturday 13th to Tuesday 16th February and
is looking for volunteers for a variety of roles: Stage Manager, Sound Technician, Scribe, Door per-
son, Certificate Writer, Runner. Experience is not necessary - reliability and enthusiasm are the key
qualities. This does provide an opportunity to gain experience in an area which you have an interest
but not necessarily had the chance to try. As a community based event it is also suitable for anyone
undertaking Duke of Edinburgh schemes. Volunteers do not have to be available for all the four days -
a few hours would be wonderful. Please contact Katherine via email: katherine.coburn@tesco.net or
phone 01494 580327 if you are able to help.

‘SWEET CHARITY” = +, ‘'# -

On a night where the only real way to describevikather was that it was worthy of the start of the
apocalypse, five members of the Chesham Bois QatRtdyers descended upon, a thankfully dry,
Watersmeet Theatre to take in this version of Sviéetrity performed by the Rickmansworth Playe)
including our very own Lydia Blackburn.

Having, personally, never seen or heard of “Swewri@/’ before, anything that happened was goifg

to be a complete surprise. The Lights went downthadDrchestra kicked into gear. In fact, befoee
curtains opened we were treated to a fantasticaalusandition of the various tunes that we were tg
expect in the show.

The story, about a dancer looking for love, wadrséte USA and therefore the cast had to put on
American accents throughout. The first comment &iens that these were faultless and there wag
a hint of the accents wavering throughout the erstirow.

The main character, Charity, was absolutely faittalsibt only was she in every scene in the show,
many songs that she performed were all thoroughjlyyable. Her performance as a whole was
excellent.

There were a number of dances throughout the sAlbwhoreographed and performed brilliantly arjd

surprisingly, not being a fan of this stuff, quite to watch. The Orchestra, apart from a speaker
causing them a few problems in the second actweaslerful.

The Dancing Girls, including our Lydia, were gréBte many scenes where they were lined up to
potential dancing partners were interesting to tvagéspecially when legs started to be put into
positions that seemed impossible without breakorgething or taking somebody’s eye out. Again,
their collective performance was fantastic andrtpertrayal of the life that Charity so desperately
wanted to get out of was a perfect complement tacharacterisation.

The scene that involved the Italian Hollywood “Bist_star and Charity was a perfect comedy/slaps
scene and it was hilarious to watch.

All'in all it was a great show; my congratulatiags out to Lydia and the rest of the cast. It was
enjoyable and funny when it was meant to be. Itdiss been brought my attention that “Doom” an
“Enigma” from TV’s Gladiators were present in varsocameo roles, but having not watched that s
| didn’t recognise them.
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Kieran having been fascinated with some old music hall style ballads whilst on holiday in the
summer we decided to take him at the earliest opportunity to a Music Hall evening. Seeing an
advert in the paper for a production in Tring we booked our tickets and headed off for an
evenings respite from the production tasks of Wyrd Sisters.

It is quite obvious that the Vale G and S Society have a wealth of experience of musical
productions. The choice of songs and the accompanying chorus sheets on the table had the
whole room joining in to create a true music hall atmosphere. The chosen melodramas were
well-acted (if well-acted is correct when it comes to the essential over dramatising required!).
The interaction between the host and hostess and the audience throughout the evening was
effective without being intrusive. It was particularly nice that the host came down to Kieran
and encouraged him. The finale, encompassing many recognisable G&S songs, had feet
tapping and vocal chords strumming.

The stage setting was minimalist but extremely effective and the costumes excellent - |
assume that they have a good store from their 40 year existence. The simple pate or cheese
ploughman supper was very tasty and generous in its proportions and the overall ambiance
made for a great evening. | very much hope to go to their next production.

Katherine Coburn

DVDS AVAILABLE—"NUMBER ONE!" AND “WYRD SISTERS”

Andy Willment kindly filmed both of these shows aD¥Ds aer now available to orde
direct from Andy. They will cost £5 with all prt¢di being generously donated to the
Little Theatre Restoration Fund. To get your copgtact Andy on 01296 481477 or
email him on andrew.willment@virginmedia.com.
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Thurs 3 rd dec...10.30 and 7.00
sat 5th dec....2.00

tues 8th dec...10.30 and 2.00
sat 12th dec...2.00

wed 16th dec...10.30 and 2.00
sun 20th dec....2.00 and 5.30
wed 23rd dec....2.00 and 5.30
sat 26th dec.....2.00 and 5.30
sun 27th dec....5.30

tues 29th dec....2.00 and 5.30
sat 2nd jan....... 2.00 and 5.30




$ % 2@ " #

& &
2 F # 6
EA1 GE B - &
x4 -(
F 6 # GH !

Any views expressed in this Newsletter do not sadbsreflect the view of the CBCP Committee
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DON'T FORGET ...... PLAYERS' EVENTS....see this Nevsletter for full details
(Cut out and pin on your noticeboard)
FUTURE EVENTS AND PRODUCTIONS FOR YOUR DIARY :
Jan 16th, 17th, 22nd &.23rd —"Beauty and the Bedste Elgiva Theatre
February 17th—10-4—Junior Member’s workshop
February 27th—Murder Mystery event




