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Hello to all you fellow thesps, both the on-stage variety and the unsung backstage heroes.  Once again 
Panto is upon us - "Oh no it isn't" I hear you all cry (yes very cheesy I know), but in all seriousness this 
is our big money maker which allows us to carry out our various other ventures.  
 
The committee have plans in the wind to provide some events in the future for our junior members.  It 
would be such a shame if they fell through because of lack of backstage support at Panto without which, 
a happy and financially successful outcome will be in serious doubt, as would future productions not to 
mention our ability to donate to various charities. 
 
So come on one and all, you will read further on in Editor Liz's marvelous newsletter the various 
positions which require bodies (page 4).  It will be fun I can promise you that and we all need some fun 
in our lives, so here's your chance! I look forward to seeing some more of you lovely people on this 
year’s Panto team.                                                  Jacinta Blackburn (chairman) 
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“WYRD SISTERS” - 10TH, 16TH & 17TH OCTOBER 2009 
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CHESHAM BOIS CATHOLIC PLAYERS (AMATEUR) 

REGISTERED CHARITY 287109 AFFILIATED TO NODA  
www.cbcp.org.uk 

PRESENT 

TERRY PRATCHETT’S 

���
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�����������
�����������
��������� ���
ADAPTED BY STEPHEN BRIGGS 

AT 

LITTLE THEATRE BY THE PARK,  
CHURCH STREET, CHESHAM, HP5 1HU 

SATURDAY 10 TH, FRIDAY 16TH AND  
SATURDAY 17 TH OCTOBER 2009 AT 8PM 

DOORS OPEN 7.30PM 
TABLE SEATING: BYO D RINKS/GLASSES  AND PICNIC IF REQUIRED 

FREE COFFEE AND CAKES AT INTERVAL  

 

Acting in Good Faith Acting in Good Faith 
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In the Quiz at Amersham Common Village Hall, the Catholic Players team of Johnny 
Seabrook (Captain), Jackie Telford, Lizzie Sutton, Pat Byrne and Joan and George 
Barton finished level on points.  Then we won on the tie-break question.  I over-ruled 
the very erudite Pat Byrne on the question “Who did Macbeth kill?”  She said 
‘Duncan’ and I said ‘Macduff’ - so she was right.  I’, not usually wrong, very seldom, 
but in this instance Mea Culpa.   
 
Please note the Quiz starts at 7.30pm sharp not 8pm like it used to. 
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31st October—  Halloween Party at the Little Theatre 
 
All ages welcome — Disco music to dance to and games to entertain you.— Hot 
Dogs and soup to fill the inner you and it’s soooo cheap—£5.00 for Adults and age 
13 plus children and £3.00 for those under 12.  Come in Halloween costume if you want to or 
just come as YOU — just COME.  It’ll be good fun and you can drink as much as you want of 
the drink that you have brought with you!! Starts at 7:30 pm. 
 
Please phone Clare Barnwell on 01494 792585 or Sue Felix on 01494 785903 and say “YES 
we’re coming”.  This will enable us to provide enough nosh for the evening.  Don’t wait—do 
it NOW or you’ll forget! 
 
 3rd December— Christmas Soirée (that’s posh for a good party!) 
 

It’s at George and Joan’s at Dwison House in Bellingdon—phone Joan on 01494 
785144 for directions etc etc) 

 
It’s at 8.00 pm — more details in the next Newsletter—Just PUT IT IN YOUR 
DIARY. 

 
It will be GREAT!!!!!!!!!!!. 
 
Look forward to seeing you at all or some of the above  
 

�
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Ever wondered how the ticket price to one of our shows is calculated?  Well several people 
have asked me about this so thought it would be helpful to explain what has to be considered.  
There very many different factors to be borne in mind when making up a production budget 
including among others: 
 
Performance costs or royalties—varies quite considerably and is usually payable per 
performance rather than per production 
Staging—scenery construction and painting       Props 
Wardrobe                                                               Food—if being provided 
Make up                                                                 Lighting and sound 
Publicity                                                                Musical Director and musicians if necessary 
Rehearsal room hire and performance room hire—rental is payable to Trustees for use of the 
Little Theatre and to Chesham Town Council for The Elgiva 
 
All these factors are considered, then potential ticket sales are estimated and the ticket costs are 
calculated.  We do try to keep ticket costs down as much as possible.  The Players do not aim 
for a large profit, but a small profit of some sort is desirable rather than a loss!  Profits made 
during the year help to finance future productions and our charitable donations. 
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         Andy and Dik on a  
         previous expedition 
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Danni getting acclimatised 

                                                                                                                                  to the altitude! 
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We used to. Glancing back over the old minutes, hardly a meeting passed without a minute or two on storage. 
 
It suddenly ceased, to be superseded by the word ‘Temp’. That’s Temperance Hall, not temporary. Yes folks, be-
fore The Temp, temporary was the word - and the word made flesh sweat as we moved our ‘belongings’ from site 
to site. I might write a brief history of times we moved to where we moved to. John Ellis would write a finer ver-
sion as he mastered the problem longer and had his hands on more available places than most.   
 
But now we have a home and the membership at large hardly hears the word storage mentioned. They just know 
it’s above their heads whenever they head into the Little Theatre. 
 
It is though, still a periodic headache for those few, those very few of you who have the ongoing duty of care. It 
starts with the Trustees. You may, or may not be aware, that CBCP does not legally own the Little Theatre. The 
Trustees are the legal lease holders. CBCP technically rents space from the Trustees. Currently, and since the first 
lease was signed, CBCP has paid no rent for storage. There – that word again. 
 
The Trustees have to comply with the multitude of regulatory authorities. When it comes to storage, they have 
tended to pass their authority on to your Committee. 
Why am I telling you this? For the first time there are no Trustees on your Committee. I stopped seeking election 
to the Committee when I found that being one of the four original Trustees and being i/c of building the LT, was 
doing justice to neither. Peter Curtis battled on being both. You will know of his recent, successful operation on 
his leg. It’s those little signs that indicate that he, too, should concentrate on one body only. No - the Trustees, I 
meant.  After about 30 years (correct me at will, Peter) he has left the Committee. I told the Trustees that I would 
stand down when I’d steered the new lease through. I didn’t expect it to take five years but, after about a year out, 
the Committee beckoned again. The Trustees asked that I should be the liaison link between the two bodies. Now 
you know. 
 
Some of you will have had cause to go ‘upstairs’ in recent times. If you have concern for CBCP you’ll have been 
concerned about storage – or the deterioration of its management. You see, it happened relatively recently, in 
Temperance terms.  What you might not know is that, for years, the ‘Three Tempateers’, plus others at times met 
weekly and quietly deconstructed and stowed away. CBCP became used to ‘parking’ sets upstairs and they mi-
raculously disappeared. John Ellis is still with us, but enjoying a well-earned break. Pat Pearce and Les Finch 
are, alas for us, probably keeping Heaven heavenly.  It took us some time to realise what work they put into the 
place. But there came a point when their absence manifested itself in cluttered hell.  Hell has been reigned back, 
fellow members, and the process turned me quite sentimental. 
 
I was removing my original labels denoting the key holders to each bay. New ones will be in place shortly. Pam 
Ellis (dressing Heaven) and Joyce Shard came off the Wardrobe Store.  Rosie Sayers and Jill Finch were peeled 
from the Props Store. The Scenery Store was already denuded. For fear of guessing wrongly I’ll wait for a re-
sponse to remind me. John Ellis, ‘Keeper of the Tools’, remains for the moment. You’ll forgive me if sentiment 
over the bay watchers was enough for one day. Of course, there are others who helped. I’m noting here only pub-
lished names. 
 
And as of a meeting at The Little Theatre on the 25th, and after ratification by your Committee on the 30th, new 
names will appear as key holders. 
John Paul Murphy has succeeded me as Trustee in charge – no ratification by CBCP needed. 
Wardrobe Store:                           Liz Turner  – Ctee Member 
Scenery Store + Work Area:       Lizzy Sutton & Mark Stephenson – Ctee Member 
                                                        John Murphy  & Denis Sayers – committed members 
Props Store:                                   Tina Pearce - Trustee & committed member 
                                                        Mark Stephenson - Ctee Member 
Technical Store:                            Mike O’Toole – Ctee Member 
 
But remember, Members, they have accepted a greater share of the donkey work on your behalf. Please 
don’t ‘dump and go’. Please play your part.                                                             Regards,    Mike O’Toole 



 

Many long-standing 
members may 
remember Rebecca 
Paula De-Hanika who 
was a Players member a 
number of years ago.  
She now lives in 
Croydon with her 
family but keeps in 
touch with CBCP 
goings-on via Tania and 
Steve Hamberger.   
 
She is producing Jack 
Frame’s ‘Jack and Jill’ 
in a few weeks time, 
and has borrowed many 
of our costumes to use 
in the show.  If any of 
you are at a loose end 
over the first half-term 
weekend, you might 
like to go along and 
support her. 
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Come and support junior member Lydia Blackburn as she struts her stuff with the Ricky Players Sweet 
Charity, at the Watersmeet theatre, Rickmansworth. November 10th-14th 2009. Box office 0844 745 
1944. Concessions available. Preview night Tuesday 10th November, tickets for this performance only - 
£10.00. 
 
Junior member Sean Micallef is appearing in Chesham Theatre Company’s “A Christmas Carol” at 
The Elgiva Theatre 11th-14th November.  Tickets £12 and £10   Box Office: 01494 582900. 
 
Liz Peskin will be performing in “There Came a Gypsy Riding” by Frank McGuiness.  It’s being 
performed at The Pump House Theatre Company, Local Board Rd, Watford on 16th - 21st November 
2009 at 7.45 pm. Tickets available from the box office on 07786 844541.�
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DON’T FORGET ......  PLAYERS’ EVENTS....see this Newsletter for full details 

(Cut out and pin on your noticeboard) 
FUTURE PRODUCTIONS FOR YOUR DIARY :  
Oct 10th, 16th, 17th—”The Wyrd Sisters” - Little Theatre by the Park 
Oct 31st—Halloween Party—Little Theatre by the Park 
Dec 3rd—Christmas Soiree—The Bartons’ in Bellingdon 
Jan 16th, 17th,  22nd &.23rd —”Beauty and the Beast”- The Elgiva Theatre 
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felixfamily@ntlworld.com 
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Any views expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the view of the CBCP Committee 


