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Jonathan Coburn (Chairman July 2008-July 2009) Repo rt to the AGM �
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���4� Me by Mark…. Married to Jo* 1, father to Adam* 2, interests : 
rugby, cider* 3, food * 4, wine* 5, St Columba’s, bourbon* 6,cider, wine, evenings with friends, 
cider, cycling, cider, reading, backstage, cider, beer, gardening* 7, long walks, cider. 
* 1 nearly 25 years (you get less for murder) 
* 2 apprentice plumber (reasonable rates) useful at all things tech… lives for Fridays. 
* 3Magners, Bulmers [pear or apple] or Adlestones when I can get it.  
* 4Thai, Indian, Chinese, seafood and fish, Red Meat, White meat and everything in between. 
* 5red… smooth n fruity until after the 1st bottle, and then pretty much anything with a cork (or 
cap) 
* 6Wild Turkey or at a push Jack Daniels if I have to. 
* 7 Mostly farm town on facebook at the moment… although have recently been putting in the hours tidying up the 
wilderness that is my back garden. 
 

����
����� �����	
��

�������� I joined CBCP for the production of Sleeping Beauty in 
2002, after much encouragement from my son Tom, who had been in the chorus of 
Cinderella the year before.  This was my first experience of a drama group and I was 
rather nervous about the whole thing.  Since then, I have played a variety of characters in 
pantomimes, performed in plays and musical shows and had a go directing.  I have made 
lots of new friends too!  My other sons have also become members - James has had 
leading roles in pantomimes and Andrew has helped with sound. 

�
������������
�� ������	�
��	�	��4�� I decided to join the rest of the family in the CBCP 
about 9 years ago, and have enjoyed taking an active part in a variety of pantos, plays, musicals and 
caboodles. My favourite parts have been playing Belinda in Daisy Pulls It Off and the battleaxe 
mother Helga in The Snow Queen. I have also had a go at directing a Junior Caboodle and was 
Production Secretary for Kingdom Come in 2003. This is my second year on the CBCP Committee 
and my first as Treasurer. 
�

������������� �����$�� �	�����(���"� I’ve metamorphosed from 25 years as a Little 
Theatre Trustee into a returnee to the Committee. Too soon to assimilate the differences 
such a time warp throws up, I’ll remark on my joy at finding I’m accompanied by Lizzy, 
Kirsten and Stephanie – three young things who weren’t born when I first became a 
member. With Players’ pedigree from birth: one, the first non-Catholic Committee Member 

born of Honorary Members, two know me from Our Lady’s days. You’ll see where my heart lies: in the 
continuity of the Players. That’s my reason for being pleased you voted me back. Amen, Mike.    
�
��������������'� I have been an active member for the past nine years and during that time I 
have had the pleasure of taking on many different roles. I started by doing the props for pantomime 
‘Cinderella’ and then had a small role in ‘Daisy Pulls it Off!’. I have taken part in several 
pantomimes either as chorus or small cameo roles. More recently, I have directed two plays which 
were very well received by both audience and members who took part.   I have had 15 years 
experience working with a Youth theatre in Hillingdon and have enjoyed watching and learning 
from the very talented drama tutors employed there 
�
������������������ I have just joined the CBCP committee. I became a member of CBCP in 1991 

as I was persuaded by an Uncle and Aunt of mine, (can you guess who?) to come to a 
panto audition after I had been watching the shows as a child.  I carried on because I have 
always enjoyed being in the productions and the people I have met through them. I hope as 
a committee member I can carry on the values of the CBCP whilst, at the same time look 
towards the future at how we as a committee can accomplish even more for you and your 
society.  
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��
�� � I joined the players in the early 1980’s when I was only 7.  
My sister wanted to be an actress and my mother met John Davies through St Columba’s 
church who introduced us to the Catholic Players.  We were very much on the sidelines to 
start off with and my first pantomime was Aladdin written and directed by Jack Frame and 
performed at the old Elgiva behind the library. 
Since then I have been in or involved in so many shows it is almost too many to remember 
all of them.  The most memorable show I was in would have to be A Funny Thing Happened on the 
way to the Forum.  I don’t remember much about the storyline but I do remember laughing continually 
something that I have done a lot of with the players since.  The most memorable show I worked 
backstage on was a pantomime when I did make up it was directed by Mary Curtis and I think it was 
Mother Goose (don’t quote me on that) the reason I remember it so vividly is that JJ Glover was the 
bad fairy and Steve Hamberger was involved in a “more glit” episode that saw us laughing so much we 
cried!! 
In recent times as a Director myself  I have to say my favourite was Snow White because I took my 
biggest risks which resulted in an outstanding pantomime with 2 people taking on roles that they may 
not have considered taking on previously. These will always be prominent in my memory, Tania as the 
wicked stepmother and my favourite comedy lead Sam Cannon. 
A little over 11 years ago I decided to follow in my mother’s footsteps and join the committee.  I only 
intended to be on it for a couple of years but now at 11 years I am the current longest serving member!  
By the 2010 AGM I would personally liked to have achieved a jackpot win on the Euromillions lottery, 
failing that a successful production of my pantomime Beauty and the Beast would satisfy me just as 
much!! 
 
������������� � Since getting the acting ‘bug’ in 2003, I have been very active in the Catholic Players, 

taking part in 10 productions including two pantomimes, the most recent playing ’The Sorcerer’ in 
last year’s “Sorcerer’s Apprentice”.  I have also had several other leading roles including Birdboot in 
“The Real Inspector Hound” last year and have thoroughly enjoyed the spirit, camaraderie and 
increasing professionalism shown by everyone in this wonderful group.  I would love to give 
something back, and I feel that my experience of being involved in a considerable amount of 
committee work as a secondary headteacher gives me the skills and experience to make a significant 
contribution to the future development of the Players��

�
*

���������
� � I’ve been involved with CBCP for nearly 18 years, both on and off 
stage. As well as being lucky enough to play some great principal roles, I’ve also been in 
chorus and helped backstage. I’ve loved playing comedy lead several times in panto, but 
my favourite parts so far have been as Jesus in Godspell and Rev. Parris in The Crucible. 
One of my passions has been to give young people opportunities and support to develop 
their acting skills and potential: in 1991 setting up CentreStage, a youth drama project 
linking CBCP and St Columba’s Church; directing the youth production in Kingdom Come 
in 2003 and two Junior Caboodles. This is my first year on the Committee. 
�

 �!!"�������� #�It is a privilege to walk the boards, make up, paint and direct with CBCP.  We 
are extremely fortunate to have a wealth of talent both on and off stage, which always gives our 
shows such a buzz of excitement.  I would like to now see some of this enthusiasm channelled into 
managing our backstage resources, to ensure that the Little Theatre is always left by the Players, as 
we would wish to find it. 
�

�
+
,�������� 4�Since joining CBCP in 2003, I have performed in Caboodles and the 
last two pantomimes . Being a creative sort of person, I became involved in the 
costume-making side and since becoming joint Wardrobe Mistress I have been 
getting to grips with the huge array of costumes we are fortunate enough to own.  
Joining the committee in 2005, I was keen to help maintain and improve the publicity 
side of our shows – after all nobody will come and watch if they don’t know about 
them!  Trying to find time for non-Players stuff is sometimes a struggle - but I hope I’m winning! 
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A man is recovering from surgery when a nurse asks 
him how he’s feeling.  “I’m OK but I didn’t like the four-
letter word the doctor used during surgery”. “What did 
he say?” asked the nurse.  “Oops!”�
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CHESHAM BOIS CATHOLIC PLAYERS (AMATEUR) 
REGISTERED CHARITY 287109 AFFILIATED TO NODA  

www.cbcp.org.uk 
 

PRESENT 

 
TERRY PRATCHETT’S 

���������	�����������	�����������	�����������	��� ���
ADAPTED BY STEPHEN BRIGGS 

 
AT 

LITTLE THEATRE BY THE PARK,  
CHURCH STREET, CHESHAM, HP5 1HU 

SATURDAY 10 TH, FRIDAY 16TH AND  
SATURDAY 17 TH OCTOBER 2009 AT 8PM 

 
DOORS OPEN 7.30PM 

TABLE SEATING: BYO D RINKS/GLASSES  AND PICNIC IF REQUIRED 
FREE COFFEE AND CAKES AT INTERVAL  

A PERCENTAGE OF PROFITS WILL  BE DONATED TO WORKAID  

 

Acting in Good Faith Acting in Good Faith 

“WYRD SISTERS” - OCTOBER 2009—BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW  
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CAST LIST 
 
Beast                                 Pete Mack 
Belle                                 Kiera Berditch 
Claude                              Steve Turner 
Smelle (Dame)                 Simon Allan 
Carlos                               Johnny Schwerzmann 
Chico                                Alex Heath 
Pierre                                Frances Cooper 
Fairy Goody 2 Shoes        Tanya Hamberger 
Fairy Bovver Boots          Amanda Gillespie 
Dobbin (Panto Horse)      Lily Cooper and Katherine Turner 
 
CAMEOS 
Town Crier                       Nick Gabb 
Prince D                            Kirsten Knight 
Phantom                           Andy Willment 
Girl                                   Tayla Gittins 
Prince                                Lucy Brett 
Dancers x 2                      Still to be cast 

 
Chorus 
Adults:-  Nic Barton, Alison Beney, Debbie Berditch, Jacinta Blackburn, Lucy Brett, 
Sue Cross, Peter Curtis, Mary Curtis, Kirsten Knight, Diane Kolka, Andy Willment. 
 
Children:-  Rachel Barnwell, Calum Beney, Roisin Berditch, Alice van den Berg, 
Felicity van den Berg, Lucy Cross, Natasha Dore, Bethany Gittins, Tayla Gittins, Kitti 
Hamberger, Lulu Hamberger, Ben Kolka, Rachel Kolka, Chris Mack, Tom Mack, 
Georgia Michel, Natasha Pinkney, Ciara Pontin, Anna Turnham. 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

Well, the new Social Sub-Committee have met and arranged some social events to carry us 
through the year.  The Social Sub-Committee is me, Mary Curtis plus Clare Barnwell, Joan 
Barton, Margaret Bartram, Anne Broad, Peter Curtis (token Male!) , Sue Felix, Jill Finch and 
Rosie Sayers. 
 

31st October—  Halloween Party at the Little Theatre 
 
All ages welcome — Disco music to dance to and games to entertain you.— Hot Dogs and soup to fill the inner 
you and it’s soooo cheap—£5.00 for Adults and age 13 plus children and £3.00 for those under 12.  Come in 
Halloween costume if you want to or just come as YOU — just COME.  It’ll be good fun and you can drink as 
much as you want of the drink that you have brought with you!! Starts at 7:30 pm. 
 
Please phone Clare Barnwell on 01494 792585 or Sue Felix on 01494 785903 and say “YES we’re coming”.  
This will enable us to provide enough nosh for the evening.  Don’t wait—do it NOW or you’ll forget! 
 

3rd December— Christmas Soirée (that’s posh for a good party!) 
 
It’s at George and Joan’s at Dwison House in Bellingdon—phone Joan on 
01494 785144 for directions etc etc).   
 

It’s at 8.00 pm — more details in the next Newsletter—Just PUT IT IN YOUR DIARY. 
 
It will be GREAT!!!!!!!!!!!. 
 
Look forward to seeing you at all or some of the above  
 

�

Family Stroll and Barbecue by Sue Felix 
 
On the last Saturday of July a merry  band of CBCP members set off from Alex and Annie 
Broad's house across the hills and fields around Chesham.  It was a lovely summer's afternoon 
and we were soon away from the busy roads and entering the peaceful Pednor Valley.  Jill's dog 
Walter thoroughly enjoyed himself - getting lost from view in the long grass and dragging Jill 
through the kissing gates on the way.  David Turner enjoyed walking through the deepest part of 
any puddles he found, and there were quite a few!  The walk, which lasted about 1½ hours, was 

well planned by Joan catering for all ages giving time for a good chat and to build up an appetite.  The chatting 
continued as we then enjoyed a barbecue in Alex and Annie's garden.  Peter and Rosie were the excellent chefs, 
assisted by Mary cooking the veggie burgers, who kept us well supplied with burgers and sausages (there was 
salad too!).  The children had a great time playing on the horse swing, in the tree house and on the zip wire, ably 
helped by Gerard, who also had a go along with Tania and Liz.  James was the only one who managed to fall 
off - his father was supposed to be helping him!  Everyone had a great time and the only naughty boys were 
Oscar and Walter the dogs! 

G.�H����% �
����#������
	�$���� �

At the last Quiz at the Polish club in Amersham the CBCP team of Johnny Seabrook (Captain), Jackie Telford, 
Tina Pearce, Steve Turner, John Murphy and Mick Nolan came a creditable third in a hard fought quiz with 
lovely food. 



��������

Much fun was had by those who attended the Snail Racing fund-raising event organised by the Trustees. It was 
great to see such a mix of people and their families.  The cartoon molluscs were cheered and boo-ed by the enthu-
siastic punters (a bit like panto really!) and the cheating snails added the unexpected.   The Trustees have asked 
me to pass on their sincere thanks—£460 was raised—a great sum which will go towards helping maintain the 
building which the Players depend upon as Tina explained in the article above. 
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If you fancy going to a show in November, why not go along and support member Liz Peskin who’s told me 
about the next production she’s appearing in -“There Came a Gypsy Riding” by Frank McGuiness.  This is a 
new play first performed at the Almeida in Jan 07 starring Eileen Atkins and Imelda Staunton  (Liz is 
playing the part originally portrayed by Imelda Staunton).  A synopsis of the play is as follows: 'The 
McKenna family gathers at their remote west of Ireland holiday home to mark the 21st birthday of their 
late son Gene. Cousin Bridget appears, inviting herself for birthday cake and conversation, ready to 
expose a family secret'. It’s being performed at The Pump House Theatre Company, Local Board Rd, 
Watford on 16th - 21st November 2009 at 7.45 pm. Tickets available from the box office on 07786 
844541. 
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The Players try to make donations to various charities throughout the year.  We have recently made one 
to Brain Tumour UK in memory of long-time supporter Andy Sheppard.—please see the letter below.  If 
there are any charities that members would like the Players to consider, please make contact with one of 
the Committee members.  Watch this space for further news. 

CHARITY NEWS 
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DON’T FORGET ......  PLAYERS’ EVENTS....see this Newsletter for full details 

(Cut out and pin on your noticeboard) 
FUTURE PRODUCTIONS FOR YOUR DIARY :  
Oct 10th, 16th, 17th—”The Wyrd Sisters” - Little Theatre by the Park 
Oct 31st—Halloween Party—Little Theatre by the Park 
Dec 3rd—Christmas Soiree—The Bartons’ in Bellingdon 
Jan 16th, 17th,  22nd &.23rd —”Beauty and the Beast”- The Elgiva Theatre 
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wonderjab@yahoo.co.uk 
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01494  
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markw.
stephenson@tiscali.co.uk 
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felixfamily@ntlworld.com 
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tacmartin@yahoo.co.uk 

!
����"$�������
���������  

������( 

��  
��$��.�	��,���"��������
��&��)2  

01494 
774017 

m406t8@btinternet.com 
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Any views expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the view of the CBCP Committee 


